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	 IV-E, one more time  ..again


	 Title Screen  This slide introduces the title with a Text Animation Placeholder and then displays the Image placeholder to the right.   1. Change the Image Placeholder on the left with your corporate logo. Make sure it's on a white background.   3. Change the text in the Animation Placeholder to your Lesson Title.

 
	 Instructions for Completing online

	 
	 Instructions for Completion

	 This form of E-Learning is developed as a self paced course. There are buttons, text boxes, click boxes that enable your progress throughout this mini-module. Please use the "click to continue button" to move to the next slide.

To help promote transfer of learning there are quizzes interspersed throughout. The click boxes should guide you through them and at the end there is a final tally to let you know just how exceptional your responses were. 

The 11 question slides are followed by answer slides

At the end of this mini-module, once you have viewed your results please exit the program by clicking the red X button at the top right hand corner of your screen.

The progress bar at the bottom of each slide helps to visualize movement towards completion.



	 Agenda  Present an overview of the presentation.   1. Update the Title, Caption Placeholder and Image Placeholder.

 
	 Mini-modules focal Point

	 
	 Mini-module Focal Points

	 This course should take approximately 40 minutes to complete. 

The goals are to:

Identify IV-E language to meet ASFA Requirements
Provide this documentation in requisite court orders, in the various case situations brought to the court's attention both within and outside the "ordinary course of events."
Ensure timely permanency hearings and meet the criteria for permanency reasonable efforts findings in court orders following these permanency hearings


	 Agenda  Present an overview of the presentation.   1. Update the Title, Caption Placeholder and Image Placeholder.

 
	 Adoption Safe Families Act

	 
	 Adoption Safe Families Act (ASFA)

	 ASFA nuts and Bolts: 

Let's begin by examining ASFA and its impact on practice:

	 Title IV-E of the Social Security Act (SSA) sets forth standards for federal payments for foster care and adoption assistance. Included within these standards are requirements that directly rely on court activity.  The failure to comply with these standards can result in the loss of federal funding for a limited period of time or for the duration of the foster care placement.  This training outlines federal Title IV-E eligibility standards that involve the court and addresses compliance issues relating to those standards.


	 Layout: Text & Image (2)  This is a basic slide layout that contains text and two images.   1. Update the Slide Title, Caption Placeholder and both Image Placeholders.

 
	 Essentials

	 
	 "SAAGs must make sure that court orders they prepare meet IV-E requirements with the relevant boxes checked
SAAGs must discuss IV-E requirements with judges to assure that all court orders meet IV-E requirements
When DFCS loses custody of a child, IV-E funding ceases until custody is re-established."

	 Overview: Knowledge and skill set to be demonstrated


	 Essentials


	 Layout: Text (2) & Image (2)  This is a complex slide layout that contains two text boxes and two images.   1. Update the Slide Title, Caption Placeholders and Image Placeholders.

 
	 More Essentials

	 
	 The Attorney General's Office has required that orders be prepared no later than 15 days after a hearing (with the exception of termination orders, no later than 25 days after that hearing).
Shelter care orders should be submitted to the judge as soon as possible and no later than 24 hours after a verbal order.
The SAAG must call any order delayed by the court to its attention.

	 Time is of the essence!

	 More Essentials


	 Layout: Text (2) & Image (2)  This is a complex slide layout that contains two text boxes and two images.   1. Update the Slide Title, Caption Placeholders and Image Placeholders.

 
	 Increasing Cash Flow

	 
	 DHS/DFCS continues to monitor the percentage of children in care who are eligible for IV-E benefits (Penetration Rates)
County Departments and Regional Field directors are expected to work with SAAGS, legal services and the courts to ensure that the court ordered language requirements do not adversely effect the number of children eligible for IV-E payments


	 Increasing Cash Flow


	 Layout: Text & Image  This is a basic slide layout that contains text and an image.   1. Update the Slide Title, Caption Placeholder and Image Placeholder.

 
	 DHS IV-E Penetration Rates Up

	 
	  May 2010 = 36.3%
 Up 8.5% from FY 2007

	 County Departments and Regional Managers are held Accountable for increases in the Penetration Rate! Thank for your contribution to this outcome! 

	 *1% Point increase in the Penetration Rate = approximately $1 million 

	 DHS's IV-E Penetration Rate Up!


	 Click to add notes for the selected slide

 
	 State IV-E penetration rates

	 

	 Click to add notes for the selected slide

 
	 Penetration Rates Regions

	 

	 Click to add notes for the selected slide

 
	 3 steps to IV-E payments

	 
	 SAAGs and County Departments must collaborate to assure the three court order findings required to obtain and maintain IV-E eligibility are made
These findings must be made in orders occurring at specific stages of a deprivation case


	 There are three judicial findings for IV-E eligibility

	  3 Steps to IV-E Payments


	 Layout: Text & Image  This is a basic slide layout that contains text and an image.   1. Update the Slide Title, Caption Placeholder and Image Placeholder.

 
	 What are the three judicial findings

	 
	 Let's see how much you know. The following slide is a quick quiz. 



	 What are the three judicial findings for IV-E eligibility?


	 Layout Text: - 2 Column  This slide is used for long passages of text.   1. Update the Slide Title and each Caption Placeholder.

 
	 MC What are the requirements

	 
	 Multiple choice

	 What are the judicial findings for IV-E eligibility?

	 A) 

	 Contrary to the Welfare/Best Interest Finding

	 A) Contrary to the Welfare/Best Interest Finding

	 B) 

	 Reasonable Effort to Prevent Removal or Permit Return/No Efforts Are Required

	 B) Reasonable Effort to Prevent Removal or Permit Return/No Efforts Are Required

	 C) 

	 Reasonable Efforts to Finalize the Permanency Plan

	 C) Reasonable Efforts to Finalize the Permanency Plan

	 D) 

	 A,B and C

	 D) A,B and C

	 E) 

	 B and C only

	 E) B and C only


	 Click to add notes for the selected slide

 
	 Question 1 review slide

	 
	 Contrary to the Welfare (CTW)/Best Interest Finding(BI)
Reasonable Efforts to Prevent Removal or Permit Return/No Efforts Are Required
Reasonable Efforts to Finalize the Permanency Plan


	 The IV-E court order requirements are:

	 Question 1 Review Slide


	 Click to add notes for the selected slide

 
	 The first finding

	 
	 A finding that continuation in the home would be “contrary to the welfare” of the child or that removal is in the child’s “best interest” must be in the first order  sanctioning removal from the home for each episode of foster care. 

The finding must include child specific facts  supporting the conclusion.

If CTW is preceded by a check box it must be checked.



	 “Contrary to the Welfare”(CTW) or “Best Interest” Finding

	 The First Finding


	 Text & Animation  Basic slide layout that includes a Flash Animation Placeholder. This is great for illustrating a process, or describing a piece of equipment.   1. Update the Slide Title, Caption Placeholder and Animation Placeholder.

 
	 consequences of not getting this right

	 
	 If this finding is not made in the first order sanctioning removal from the home in that episode of foster care,the child is NOT ELIGIBLE for IV-E funding for the entire episode of foster care.



	 Consequences of not getting this right is:


	 Text & Animation  Basic slide layout that includes a Flash Animation Placeholder. This is great for illustrating a process, or describing a piece of equipment.   1. Update the Slide Title, Caption Placeholder and Animation Placeholder.

 
	 Lets review 

	 
	 Does not meet. There are no child specific findings to support the determination. 

	 “The court finds continuation in the home would be contrary to the welfare of the child and that it would be in the child’s best interest to be removed from the home.” or

   “( x )	Continuation in the home would be   contrary to the welfare of the child(ren)  and removal of the child(ren) from his/her/their home is in his/her/their best interest because _____________ . 


	 Let's review. Does this meet the criteria? 


	 Text & Animation  Basic slide layout that includes a Flash Animation Placeholder. This is great for illustrating a process, or describing a piece of equipment.   1. Update the Slide Title, Caption Placeholder and Animation Placeholder.

 
	 Does this meet criteria 2

	 
	 Does not meet.Child specific facts do not support the conclusion that removal is in the best interest of the child.

	    “( x )	Continuation in the home would be contrary to the welfare of the child(ren)  and removal of the child(ren) from his/her/their home is in his/her/their best interest because the child is in detention following a runaway.



	 Does this meet the criteria?  Think about why/why not?


	 Text & Animation  Basic slide layout that includes a Flash Animation Placeholder. This is great for illustrating a process, or describing a piece of equipment.   1. Update the Slide Title, Caption Placeholder and Animation Placeholder.

 
	 Beware of other possible CTW

	 
	 Beware of other Possible “Contrary to the Welfare/Best Interest” Pitfalls:

	 "The shelter care order is signed by a court designee (rather than a judge) and the judge signs an order continuing the 72 hour hearing, continuing the children in DHS/DFCS custody."
 

	 The shelter care order is signed by a judge but does not contain the “contrary to the welfare/best interest” finding.


	 Layout Text: - 2 Column  This slide is used for long passages of text.   1. Update the Slide Title and each Caption Placeholder.

 
	 More Pitfalls

	 
	 More Pitfalls:

	 The court issued an order placing the child in DHR/DFCS custody at a review hearing in the  specialized drug court after the mother failed a drug test.  There is no “contrary to the welfare/best interest” finding in the removal order.

The child remained in the home following the 72 hour hearing, but came into care as a result of information known at the time of the adjudicatory hearing.  The adjudicatory hearing was continued and the continuance order placed custody with DHR/DFCS.  There was no CTW/BI finding.




	 Layout Text: - 2 Column  This slide is used for long passages of text.   1. Update the Slide Title and each Caption Placeholder.

 
	 another pit for the un weary

	 
	 Another pitfall for the un weary.....

	 An infant and teen mother come into care together.  The contrary to the welfare/best interest finding is made, but the specific facts listed describe the teen mother’s conflict with her mother, the infant’s grandmother.  There are no child specific facts included concerning the infant.




	 Layout Text: - 2 Column  This slide is used for long passages of text.   1. Update the Slide Title and each Caption Placeholder.

 
	 Unruly or delinquency Cases

	 
	 Please note for Unruly and or Delinquency Cases:

	 Unless the youth is returned to his/her
home just prior to adjudication and the
order granting custody to DFCS, the delinquency or
unruly detention order is the first order sanctioning
removal and must contain the CTW/BI finding.  HHS
will not permit a “do over” by the filing of a new
deprivation action.



	 Layout Text: - 2 Column  This slide is used for long passages of text.   1. Update the Slide Title and each Caption Placeholder.

 
	 The second Finding

	 
	 Reasonable Efforts Finding

	 Within 60 days of removal there must be a judicial
finding that reasonable efforts have been made to
preserve and reunify families (i) prior to the placement
of a child in foster care, to prevent or eliminate the need
for removing the child from the child’s home; and (ii) to
make it possible for a child to safely return to the child’s
home...” or that reasonable efforts are not required.



	 Now we examine The Second Finding


	 Layout Text: - 2 Column  This slide is used for long passages of text.   1. Update the Slide Title and each Caption Placeholder.

 
	 Only Situations when RE not required

	 
	 These are the only situations when  Reasonable Efforts are not Required

	 The parent has:
 subjected the child to aggravated  circumstances (abandonment, torture, chronic abuse or sexual abuse),
 been convicted of murder, voluntary  manslaughter, or of aiding, abetting, soliciting, attempting or conspiring to commit murder or voluntary manslaughter of another child of the parent, or
 has had his rights to another child involuntarily 
    	terminated.  



	 Layout: Two Images  This is a complex slide layout that contains two text boxes and two images.   1. Update the Slide Title, Caption Placeholders and Image Placeholders.

 
	 Findings of reasonable efforts

	 
	 The finding must be made for each episode of foster care and
 

The finding must contain child specific facts to support the conclusion.



	 For a finding of reasonable efforts and a finding that reasonable efforts are not required


	 Layout Text: - 2 Column  This slide is used for long passages of text.   1. Update the Slide Title and each Caption Placeholder.

 
	 Consequences of Failure

	 
	 Consequence of failure....

	 If the “reasonable efforts” or “reasonable efforts are
not required finding is not made within 60 days of
the time the child is removed from the home, the
child is NOT ELIGIBLE for IV-E funds during the
entire episode of foster care. 
 


	 Layout Text: - 2 Column  This slide is used for long passages of text.   1. Update the Slide Title and each Caption Placeholder.

 
	 Question Slide 2

	 
	 Now, a mini review- Meeting the criteria

	 “(x)reasonable efforts have been made by the Department to preserve and reunify the family prior to the placement of the child(ren) in foster care, to prevent or eliminate the need for removal of the child(ren) from the child(ren)’s home and to make it possible for said child(ren) to remain safely in the home, to wit: __________________________________.

	 A) 

	 Meets

	 A) Meets

	 B) 

	 Does not meet criteria

	 B) Does not meet criteria


	 Click to add notes for the selected slide

 
	 Question 2 Slide review

	 
	 Why does this order not meet eligibility requirements?

          No child specific facts have been entered.

	 Question 2 Review Slide


	 Click to add notes for the selected slide

 
	 Question Slide 3

	 
	 Meets/Does not meet criteria

	 ( x )Reasonable efforts by the _____ County Department of Family and Children Services to preserve and reunify the family prior to the placement of the child(ren) in foster care, to prevent or eliminate the need for the removal of the child(ren) from his/her/their home, and to make it possible for the child(ren) to return safely home, to wit: none available (or attempted and failed).

	 A) 

	 Meets

	 A) Meets

	 B) 

	 Does not meet criteria

	 B) Does not meet criteria


	 Click to add notes for the selected slide

 
	 Question Slide review 3

	 
	 Why does this order not meet eligibility requirements?

The "reasonable efforts" finding must be "explicitly documented." This means the facts which caused the court  to make this finding must be detailed in the court order. Unsuccessful efforts must be specifically enumerated to support a finding that reasonable efforts have been made.


	 Question 3 Review Slide


	 Click to add notes for the selected slide

 
	 Question slide 4

	 
	 Meets/Does not meet criteria

	 (  x )Reasonable efforts by the _____ County Department of Family and Children Services to preserve and reunify the family prior to the placement of the child(ren) in foster care, to prevent or eliminate the need for the removal of the child(ren) from his/her/their home, and to make it possible for the child(ren) to return safely home were not required under O.C.G.A. Section 15-11-58(a)(4)(A-C) because the parents abandoned the child and their whereabouts are unknown.


	 A) 

	 Does not meet the criteria

	 A) Does not meet the criteria

	 B) 

	 Meets the  criteria

	 B) Meets the  criteria


	 Click to add notes for the selected slide

 
	 Copy of Question 5 Review Slide

	 
	 Why does this order meet eligibility requirements?

Reasonable efforts are not required in the case of abandonment, if a court of competent jurisdiction  makes this finding. Abandonment is one of the specific reasons listed that justifies a judicial determination of "reasonable efforts" are not required.

	 Question 4 Review Slide


	 Click to add notes for the selected slide

 
	 Question Slide 5

	 
	 Meets/Does not meet criteria

	 (“(x) reasonable efforts have been made by the Department to preserve and reunify the family prior to the placement of the child(ren)  in foster care, to prevent or eliminate the need for removal of the child(ren) from the child(ren)’s home and to make it possible for said child(ren) to remain safely in the home, to wit: the child had to be removed immediately because she had been physically abused by the mother and no additional efforts to prevent removal were reasonable. Since removal the Department has provided counseling to the mother on the child abuse issue.”

	 A) 

	 Does not meet criteria

	 A) Does not meet criteria

	 B) 

	 Meets the  criteria

	 B) Meets the  criteria


	 Click to add notes for the selected slide

 
	 Question 5 Review Slide

	 
	 Why does this order meet eligibility requirements?

Because one of the situations in which reasonable efforts are not required was not present, the court must determine whether reasonable efforts were made.
The child specific facts documented indicate risk and safety issues and subsequent efforts to mitigate risk, justifying the judicial determination. The proper box is checked and the supporting child specific facts are included.

	 Question 5 Review Slide


	 Click to add notes for the selected slide

 
	 

	 
	 This is what the Department of Health and Human Services has said about situations where immediate danger exists: 65 F. R. 4020, 4053


	 …"[W]hen reasonable efforts are required, the State agency and the courts must determine the level of effort that is reasonable based on safety considerations and the circumstances of the family.  Sometimes, based on its assessment of the family, the State agency determines that it is reasonable to make no effort …. In such circumstances, if the court determines that the agency’s assessment of the family is accurate and its actions were appropriate, the court should find that the agency’s efforts in such cases were reasonable, not that reasonable efforts were not required." 



	 Click to add notes for the selected slide

 
	 Other possible Reasonable efforts

	 
	 Here are other possible Reasonable Efforts Pitfalls:

	 The “contrary to the welfare/best interest” finding is made in the 72 hour hearing order and the reasonable efforts finding is made in the adjudicatory hearing which occurred more than 60 days after removal.
A child is placed in DFCS custody following a delinquency hearing.  The “best interest” finding was in the detention order, but the court did not include a reasonable efforts finding in the adjudicatory order or failed to include child specific facts demonstrating reasonable efforts to prevent removal.
 


	 Layout Text: - 2 Column  This slide is used for long passages of text.   1. Update the Slide Title and each Caption Placeholder.

 
	 Correct Response 1

	 
	 Response:In this case the "contrary to the welfare" finding must be included in the adjudicatory order, which is the first order sanctioning  this removal in the second episode of foster care. Also the reasonable efforts finding must be made within 60 days of removal.


	  A child is taken into DHR/DFCS in a shelter care order and returned to his parents at the 72 hour hearing. He is subsequently placed in DHR/DFCS custody at the adjudicatory hearing.  The shelter care order was signed by a judge and contained the “contrary to the welfare” and “reasonable efforts” findings.
 


	 Is the following response correct or incorrect?

	 Correct


	 Layout Text: - 2 Column  This slide is used for long passages of text.   1. Update the Slide Title and each Caption Placeholder.

 
	 Correct Response 2

	 
	 Response:The "CTW" finding must be included in the new disposition order placing custody with DHS/DFCS as this is the first order sanctioning removal and the beginning of the second episode of foster care. In addition the "reasonable efforts" finding must be made within 60 days of the second removal.

	 A child is placed in DHS/DFCS custody at the 72 hour hearing and returned to his mother under a protective order after having been adjudicated deprived. (Return signals end of first episode of foster care.) The 72 hr hearing order contains the "contrary to the welfare (CTW) and "reasonable efforts" findings. The mother violates the protective order and the court enters a new disposition placing custody  with DHS/DFCS. 


 

	 What about this response, correct or incorrect?

	 Correct


	 Layout Text: - 2 Column  This slide is used for long passages of text.   1. Update the Slide Title and each Caption Placeholder.

 
	 Correct response Abe

	 
	 Response: This order must contain the CTW finding because it begins a new episode in care.In addition the "reasonable efforts" finding must be made within 60 days of the second removal. 

	 A child is placed in DHS/DFCS custody at the 72 Hr hearing. The resulting order contains the "CTW and reasonable efforts" findings. Two months after the adjudicatory hearing, the court places the child in the custody of his aunt following an approved home evaluation. (First episode ends.) Four months later the aunt is diagnosed with Huntington's Disease and asks to be relieved of custody. The court amends the disposition order placing the child in DHS/DFCS custody. 


 

	 What about this situation? Correct or incorrect response?

	 Correct!


	 Layout Text: - 2 Column  This slide is used for long passages of text.   1. Update the Slide Title and each Caption Placeholder.

 
	 Correct Response Final

	 
	 A child is placed in DHS/DFCS custody at the 72hr hearing and after the adjudicatory hearing a final disposition order is entered placing the child in custody of DHS/DFCS. All the requirements for IV-E are met in the first two orders. The mother completes her case plan within four months and a new disposition order is entered placing the child in her custody, but leaving the deprivation finding in place. The mother relapses and abuses cocaine. Believing that judicial economy will be served the court vacates the order placing the child in the mother's custody, reasoning that the order placing custody with mom will disappear and the prior order will "stand." 
Response:The first foster care episode ended with the return to the mother. If the order vacating the mother's custody does not contain the CTW finding, the child will not be eligible for IV-E funding for the entire time of the second episode of foster care! In addition the "reasonable efforts" finding must be made within 60 days of the second removal.
 

	 Last one for now, correct or incorrect response?

	 Correct!!!


	 Layout Text: - 2 Column  This slide is used for long passages of text.   1. Update the Slide Title and each Caption Placeholder.

 
	 The Third Finding

	 
	 Reasonable Efforts to Finalize the Permanency Plan

	 Within 12 months of removal and within every 12 months thereafter, there must be a finding that reasonable efforts were made to finalize the permanency plan, then in existence.  The order must designate the permanency plan in effect at the time the finding is made and the permanency plan which will be in effect after the hearing.  Child specific facts must support the reasonable efforts finding.
  

	 and now, The Third Finding


	 Layout Text: - 2 Column  This slide is used for long passages of text.   1. Update the Slide Title and each Caption Placeholder.

 
	 Question Slide MC 6

	 
	 Multiple choice quiz

	 Which of the following are acceptable Permanency Plans?

	 A) 

	 Reunification, Adoption, Legal Guardianship, permanent placement with a relative, 
long term foster care, Termination of parental rights

	 A) Reunification, Adoption, Legal Guardianship, permanent placement with a relative, 
long term foster care, Termination of parental rights

	 B) 

	 Adoption, Legal Guardianship, Emancipation, Reunification, permanent placement 
with a relative

	 B) Adoption, Legal Guardianship, Emancipation, Reunification, permanent placement 
with a relative

	 C) 

	 Legal Guardianship, non-reunification, Adoption, another planned permanent living arrangement, reunification, permanent placement with a relative

	 C) Legal Guardianship, non-reunification, Adoption, another planned permanent living arrangement, reunification, permanent placement with a relative

	 D) 

	 Permanent Placement with a relative, another planned permanent living arrangement,
 reunification, Adoption and Legal Guardianship

	 D) Permanent Placement with a relative, another planned permanent living arrangement,
 reunification, Adoption and Legal Guardianship


	 Click to add notes for the selected slide

 
	 Question 6 Review Slide

	 
	 Permanency Plans

	 Reunification
Termination of Parental Rights and Adoption
Legal guardianship
Permanent Placement with a Relative
Another permanent planned living arrangement
Not: long term foster care, emancipation or non-reunification


	 Question 6 Review Slide
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	 If we don’t get it right

	 
	 Again, if we don't get it right there are consequences 

	 Only approved permanency plans should be included in orders or the child will not be eligible  for IV-E
Non-reunification, long term foster care and emancipation are not permanency plans!
The child will be eligible again once the finding is made. However, any gap in eligibility creates financial loss and may lead to IV-E audit penalties.


	 Layout Text: - 2 Column  This slide is used for long passages of text.   1. Update the Slide Title and each Caption Placeholder.

 
	 Question Slide 7

	 
	 Does the following meet the eligibility criteria? 

	 The Permanency Plan(s) at the Time of this Review was / were (concurrently):
( x )Reunification with parent(s)(  )Adoption (  )Legal guardianship
(   )Placement with a fit and willing relative(  )Placement in another planned permanent living arrangement, to wit:______
(x ) Reasonable efforts have been made to finalize the permanency plan(s) in effect, to wit ____________________________________________.           


	 A) 

	 Meets the criteria

	 A) Meets the criteria

	 B) 

	 Does not meet the criteria

	 B) Does not meet the criteria


	 Click to add notes for the selected slide

 
	 Question 7 Slide review 

	 
	 Why does this order not meet eligibility requirements?

          There are no child specific facts noted.

	 Question 7 Review Slide
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	 Question Slide 8

	 
	 Does this finding meet the criteria? 

	 

It appears from the report made by the Department that all reasonable efforts to finalize the permanency of said child(ren) have been made since this matter was last before the Court, to wit:  The permanency plan is non-reunification and the county department has filed a non-reunification petition.


	 A) 

	 Does not meet

	 A) Does not meet

	 B) 

	 Meets

	 B) Meets
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	 Question 8 Slide review

	 
	 Why does this order not meet eligibility requirements?

 Non-reunification IS NOT an acceptable permanency plan. It is a determination that the child will not be returned to parents. 

	 Question 8 Review Slide
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	 Question Slide 9

	 
	 Does this finding meet reasonable efforts to finalize the permanency plan requirement? 

	 

( x ) The ________ County Department of Family and Children Services made reasonable efforts to preserve and reunify the family prior to the placement of the child(ren) in foster care, to prevent or eliminate the need for the removal of the child(ren) from his/her/their home, and to make it possible for the child(ren) to return safely home: 
      The mother was referred to parenting skills classes and counseling to address the lack of supervision provided to her small children who were left alone for 8 hours.” 





	 B) 

	 Does not meet

	 B) Does not meet

	 A) 

	 Meets the requirement

	 A) Meets the requirement


	 Click to add notes for the selected slide

 
	 Copy of Question 9 Slide review

	 
	 Why does this order not meet eligibility requirements?
The finding made (previously) is the finding that reasonable efforts were made to prevent removal or permit return.That finding must occur within 60 days of removal from home.  This finding is not the same as a finding that reasonable efforts have been made to finalize the permanency plan.  
          

	 Question 9 Review Slide
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	 Question Slide 10

	 
	 Meets/ Does not meet criteria

	 
The Permanency Plan(s) at the Time of this Review was / were
(concurrently):

(   )Reunification with parent(s) (   )Adoption(   )Legal guardianship
(   )Placement with a fit and willing relative (  x  )Placement in another planned permanent living arrangement, To wit: Placement in the foster home of Bobby and Melinda Smith. The Smiths have signed a long term foster care agreement.
(  x  ) Reasonable efforts have been made to finalize the permanency plan(s) in effect.  Those efforts were:
The county department and the Smiths worked together to plan for the child’s long term placement with the Smiths.  Wrap around services are in place should the child or the Smiths require them to maintain the placement and the long term foster care agreement has been signed.


	 A) 

	 Meets criteria.

	 A) Meets criteria.

	 B) 

	 Does not meet the criteria.

	 B) Does not meet the criteria.
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	 Question 10 Review Slide

	 
	 Why does this order meet eligibility requirements?

          The child specific facts recounted in the order are appropriate steps toward finalizing the case plan in effect at the time of the hearing. It identifies the agreement for long term foster care, wrap around services consistent with placement in another planned permanent living arrangement.

	 Question 10 Review Slide
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	 Question Slide 11 final

	 
	 Final Question: Meets/Does not meet criteria

	 The permanency plan(s) at the time of this review was were (concurrently):

The Permanency Plan(s) at the Time of this Review was / were (concurrently):
(  )Reunification with parent(s) (  x  )Adoption (    )Legal guardianship (   )Placement with a fit and willing relative	(    )Placement in another planned permanent living arrangement, To wit: ________________________________________________________________ 
(x  ) Reasonable efforts have been made to finalize the permanency plan(s) in effect.  Those efforts were:
The mother has been referred for and received a psychological and has been referred for and is attending counseling and domestic violence counseling.  The father’s whereabouts are unknown and the county department has attempted to locate him through his parents. 


	 B) 

	 Does not meet

	 B) Does not meet

	 A) 

	 Meets

	 A) Meets
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	 Copy of Question 11 Review Slide

	 
	 Why does this order not meet eligibility requirements?

The child specific facts recounted in the order are not appropriate steps toward finalizing the case plan in effect at the time of the hearing-adoption. Reasonable efforts to finalize an adoption plan would include identifying an adoptive resource, pre-adoptive visitation and addressing any needs of the child hindering adoption, etc."    



          

	 Question 11 Review Slide
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	 Pitfalls Finalize Permanency Plan

	 
	 The permanency hearing is continued beyond 12 months after the last order finding that reasonable efforts were made to finalize the permanency plan and the child is removed from the IV-E rolls. 

A continuance order recites that reasonable efforts were made to finalize the permanency plan, but the order makes it clear that no hearing actually occurred or no child specific facts are included.
  

	 There are also pitfalls of the Finalize the Permanency Plan Finding. These occur when: 
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	 Other Pitfalls con td

	 
	 Other pitfalls continued...

	 The order does not identify the permanency plan in effect at the time of the hearing or does not include the permanency plan adopted for the next 12 months.

The SAAG does not prepare the order and get it to the court in time for the Rex Max Unit to maintain the child on the IV-E rolls or the court receives the order but does not sign it in time for the child to continue to receive IV-E.
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	 Problem Solution

	 
	 Let's review
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	 Problem Solution con td

	 
	 Let's review
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	 Response:  None of the three findings necessary for IV-E eligibility can be added by amendment to an order unless the amendment is supported by a hearing transcript showing that the court made the finding at the hearing but that it was omitted as a result of a scrivener's error.



	 "The court fails to include the CTW/BI finding in the 72 hour hearing order and adds the finding by amendment a day later."  

	 One last correct, incorrect. This is huge!

	 Correct
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	 Summary Screen

	 
	 Prepare Orders and Ask Judges to Prepare Orders That Meet the Requirements for IV-E eligibility. Increase the IV-E Penetration Rate and Earn Millions of IV-E $$$ for Georgia’s foster children.

Avoid Errors in Court Orders That Could Result in IV-E Errors and Millions of $$$ in Penalties. 



	   What we must continue to do:



	 Summary Screen  This is a basic slide layout that contains text and an image.   1. Update the Slide Title, Caption Placeholder and Image Placeholder.

 
	 All Done

	 
	 Thank you for completing this online training. You are invaluable to successful outcomes for Georgia's children and families!!!

	 DHS/DFCS Legal Services

	 All Done!!
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	 Results 

	 
	 Please send email to: vdegan@dhr.state.ga.usindicating your scores on completion, then continue to exit the training.
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